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The Korean War has greatly increased the burden on Chinese railways and, atl

the same time, has reduced the number of cersonnel to operate the railroads.
Large numbers of operating and techmical transportation persomnel have bgen
ordered o North Kores.

purity and physical fitness were very
restrietion against sendirg persons over the age of 35.
hovever, was 1ifted last July.
tation Administration of the Ministz
38,000 railway parsonnel have already been sent to North Korea;

these are operating and techniecsl personnel.
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At first, quelifications with reapect to political
sirict, and were accompenied by a

Thls age restriction.

Inconplete figures complled by the Transpor-
v of Railwsys show that a total of

the btulk off

Recent reports from the variocus railway administrations to the Transportation

Administration, Minlstry of Railwaysz, show that all rellway lines in Chinas

are facing an acute shortegs of railway personnel, particularly persons

directly concerned with the astual operation of trains.
made in July by the Ministry of Railways shows

An investigation

that there were 532,700 persons

in the service of the Ministry at that time; these figures include admin-
e railroads and railvay shops, public sscurity
persomnel, workers, and obher service personnel comnested with the rellweays.

istrative pergonnel for %

N

The Transportation Administration, Minictry of Railways, apticipates that

more personnel will have to bs sent to Horea as long as the war continues.
Training schools established by the Ministry last Spring %o frain medivme
grade techniecal persommel will be able %o lurn out only sbout 3,000 trainces
for actual rajlway service, bubt these will not be ready before the and of

1951,

transportation during the next three months,

This meana that thers will be mamy diffievlties

The poll

in majnteining railvay
itical buresus of the

weriovs railwey sdministrations have Innugurated campaigns to overloed trains

{i.e. to leoad onch train cover and abovs its

increase overtime work,

cut drastieally to economize on the
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specified lcad 1imit) and to

in addition, uvansceasary pessernpger traffic will b

use of tralned railrond manpower.

The depurture of & Chiness Commmist raflway {reng-
Tortation corps of 2,500 men to North Korea in July was reported ]
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cther renorts
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coneerning railvay rersonnel Dreblens.
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